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Participatory Meeting 10th July 2009
IASMA Research and Innovation Centre – San Michele all’Adige, Trento (Italy)

h. 9.30 – 14.00

The objectives of this meeting are to set out the research scope of a number of research programmes being undertaken 
by the Fondazione Edmund Mach within which the developing methodology of Resilience Assessment can be 
applied. Invited speakers will be able to give perspectives on different methods of valuing systems from cultural, 
public health to natural capital and give examples of studies of adaptive social systems and the use of participatory 
techniques in research and governance.  
 
Resilience studies essentially comprise techniques to identify social ecological systems and to further identify how 
they can be managed for long term sustainable valued outcomes. This requires recognition of the need to avoid 
setting rigid targets but to give weight to making systems adaptable even to change that cannot as yet be predicted. 
This requires a better understanding of the responsiveness and vulnerabilities of both social and ecological systems. 
 
The relevance of this research approach it is of absolute interest also in consideration of the recent identification of 
the Dolomites as part of the UNESCO World Heritage sites. Although the notwithstanding geological features, these 
mountains embedded the evidences from millennial processes of adaptation of  human-kind in the nature. Fostering a 
more durable set of governance and management rules of the environment and human activities, is needed in spite of 
improve the resilience of local social-ecological systems to various drivers (market forces, climate change, energy, 
land use). The historical and cultural features of Trentino represent a clue on which should be investigated (and 
implemented) a more sound governance for mountain territories, aiming to create of this Alpine province a node in 
the Resilience Alliance. 
 

PROGRAMME

9.30 IASMA Research and Innovation Centre and OPENLOC  project objectives  - Alessandro Gretter (FEM CRI) 
9.50 “The pursuit of Resilience and adaptive systems – some examples from public health” – Astier Almedom 

(Tufts University, Boston USA) 
10.30 “The role of participatory techniques in identifying methods of adaptive governance” – Klaus Hubaceck 

(Leeds University, UK) 
11.10 “Cultural landscapes – lessons from this week’s  ISSRM Workshop” – Ian Soane (University of Lancaster, 

UK & FEM CRI) 
11.40 “Applying Resilient thinking. What can system thinking deliver?”. Breakout groups to answer three SES 

applications 
• Cultural landscape vs. land use. Klaus Hubaceck and Carmen De Jong (Institut de la Montagne Université de 

Savoie, France) 
• Health, Human well-being and public policies. Astier Almedom and Annapaola Rizzoli (FEM CRI) 
• Nature Conservation: science and governance. Ian Soane and David Neale (University of California Davis USA)  

12.45 Lunch Break 
13.30 “Recommendations for resilient communities in an alpine cultural landscape”. Evidences from the Groups 

and Conclusions in Plenary Session 
 

The meeting will be held in English language

Participation by compulsory registration and further information at events@iasma.it
INFO www.iasma.it ���� research ���� events 
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G.P. “OPENLOC”


